
 

 

 
December 2019 -- Student Band Survey -- Grades 7 - 11 

This survey is intended for students interested in music, concert band, competition 
band, jazz band, marching band, band front, majorettes, choir and the like. 
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YES - 53 students 
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Question 6 
 

 
Question 7 

If you answered YES to the previous question, why don't you participate? 
Band and dance 
Because i did not know about marching band 
Because I don’t have time 
Because I don’t like doing any thing like that 
Because I don’t want to play an instrument 
Because I just started CSHS last month. 
Because i only do concert band and it would be to difficult 
Because I play other sports 
Because it interferes with wrestling the sport that I do 
Because its effects my schedule 
Because we don’t have A majorette line 
Concert band is all I care about, plus i don’t want to go to band camp. 
Did dance for many years 
Don’t want to 
Guitar 
I couldn’t get it into my schedule, but I work on the music outside of class. 
I didn’t want to duel sport this year 

I dislike the band director and there’s too much pressure. With singing, I really just do it for fun 
without the pressure of how to sing certain notes in a certain song. 
I don’t feel welcome 



 
 
 

I don’t like to sing and I don’t have enough time for both 
I don’t want to, and I don’t have time to do marching band. 
I don’t want too 
I dont know how to sign up 
I play the violin, and there is no orchestra. 
It conflicts with Cross Country 
No because I use too have one but know I don’t have band lesson 
No interest 
Private voice, piano, and bass lessons 
There’s no good old rock and roll band. 
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Question 9 

 
 
YES - 36 students 
 
Question 10 

 
YES - 36 students 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Question 11 

 
YES - 42 students 
 
Question 12 

 
YES - 46 students 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Question 13 
 

 
YES - 36 students 
 
Question 14 
 

 
YES - 48 students 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Question 15 

 
YES - 48 students 
 
Question 16 
 

 
YES - 55 students 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Question 17 
 

 
 
 
YES - 55 students 
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Question 19 
 
Please share any thoughts about combining two or more marching bands into a 
one competition marching band. 
 

Please share any thoughts about combining two or more marching bands into a one 
competition marching band. 

This would be a tremendous idea because it would give us, as students, a much better experience. You 
can never get a band “too big.” And although we like to think that a bigger band doesn’t always mean a 
better band, but this only goes to a certain extent. I also believe that even if some students are second 
guessing this as a good idea, if they joined, they could see what an amazing time they would have. The 
students that seem so against it weren’t in PENN COPE and probably don’t have any idea what it 
would be like. One thing at the meeting that was brought up that was completely untrue was bullying 
within the band. During PENN COPE, the band was a unit and we got over the fact that we were from 
two different schools because we wanted to be there for the activity itself. From what I know, the only 
“bullying” that happened was the kids that didn’t join towards the kids that came over. 

That’s the reason I love marching band. This year was great and all, but I didn’t have a love for it like I 
normally do when we compete. But if we competed with just our school we wouldn’t be able to do that 
well, and soon nothing at all because we’re all so small. It might result to all 3 schools not having a 
marching band at all if we don’t combine. 

I would love to see a big marching band. We would become a great school district and people would 
actually support the band. 
I Don’t think we should because it would end up in arguments 

I think we shouldn’t do it because a few years ago they all treated or band like garbage and that’s what 
cut down our music program and I really don’t want that to happen again because band and chorus is 
all of me and if I don’t have that I don’t have anything. 

I think that the combining of the bands would be great and I am all for the of combining the bands. The 
color of the uniform and where we practice does not matter to us. In fact each school has black pants 
so the only matter would be the jacket and hats. Where we practice doesn’t matter as much because 
we could carpool to wherever practice would be or there is always those activity buses. I love marching 
band, and it has had a great positive impact on me and I am really excited for next year no matter what. 

The combining of marching bands would be good due to more participation, more interaction with new 
people. And the combining would insure that one coach could not ensnare all the power. 
It would be good because we would be bigger and better 



 
 
 

I don't support the idea of a combined marching band at all. I feel that it will cause a lot of tension for 
the members, the schools, and all the band instructors. I also personally know some other people in the 
band who would not be allowed to be in the band if it’s combined. Another issue is a majority of the 
band people can’t travel to other schools, and I know there is discussion of a student activity bus, but it 
would cost a lot of money and time to perfect and do as often as practice happens. Another thing with 
the bus idea is we would likely need multiple buses, not only for the different schools, but also for the 
amount of students if we do more combined sports. There are a lot more negative things about 
combining the bands than there is positive in my opinion. 
If you combine marching bands, you need to provide transportation 
I think we will not be able to transport to whatever school it’s held at 

If sports can combine, than I believe one competition marching band would work. The issue is with 
transportation. How can we designate an area for practice to make it even with transportation times? I 
feel its not a necessity for band participants in their schools should be required to partake in marching 
band, but I feel for their class that they would be given some sort of an incentive or a way to get more 
kids to join from band class. 

The sports combining could cause conflicts, but I don’t see any for band and chorus. It may overpower 
a choir, but that’s why we need good conductors. It would grow me as a musician to do combined 
spring and winter concerts. 
I think Cambridge and sagertown but maple wood is very far away. 

Combining bands would cause me and many other students to quit band, even though it is something I 
love doing. 
If the combined competition band was separate from the marching band it would be better 

I play two instruments and sing in Cambridge springs concert chorus and band. Even though i do not 
play for marching but cheer instead I love spending time with the marching and Cambridge Springs 
band does an amazing job at what they do. If you were to combine all of the schools band and 
marching band it would be hard to get to all of the games, also imagine how much pressure you are 
putting on those kids. They have to play all the time at many games it would be a VERY bad if you ever 
did this. 

Combining for a competition band is not a good idea in my eyes. If there was a competition band I know 
personally many people who wouldn’t participate and it would be waste of money. If money was 
dumped into the competition I would not be happy, I’d much rather see it put into a different music 
program and to replace instruments etc. 
It’s not going to be as much fun and it will be so much harder. 

I think that combining bands into one big competition band has many different factories depending on 
the person you ask. In my opinion, having a small band and knowing every person in your band and 
being able to create that relationship with the people in your small marching band is a big part of how 
you grow as a musician. Not having that pressure on winning and having to meet that certain standard 
is something that helps build your confidence or maybe even makes you want to practice more. If you 
go into a competition thinking that its the best performance that you could put on, and you get last 
place, that doesn’t help with anything. Music in high school is supposed to be a learning progress, 
growing and getting better at what you do, not having to compete with others and be perfect at it. 
I don’t like the idea at all I like how it is now.Just one school band not two or more. 



 
 
 

Not a good idea. 

I think it could be a good idea because you would have more talent and a bigger band for competitions 
People in it could make some friends and have a good time 
It would be a lot easier 

I think it is a terrible idea to combine two or more marching bands. I think many students would quit 
marching band altogether if we were to combine bands. I think it would also be a huge issue to figure 
out transportation with many students. I also believe that it would be less fun and less enjoyable, which 
would make more students quit. Once again, I strongly disagree with the idea to combine two or more 
marching bands into one competition band. 
If it were my place I would definitely say yes to combining bands. 

I’d actually really like that idea. I’d also have a chance to exsperiance that big of a band. But what about 
football games? Do we go to those. I’d love to do those to. We could be a neutral big band who plays 
for all penncrest football games. 
I do not think this is a good idea. At all. 

I strongly believe we should not combine marching bands. It would be difficult transportation for 
students like myself. I don’t see any benefits 
No, because some schools have rivals. 
I think it is a good idea because then kids would be able to make new friends 

I think it is a bad idea because you would have to buy all new instruments and uniforms. Plus if you 
combine all of the marching bands together you would have to combine all of the football teams which 
is a terrible idea. 

I think that it would be harder for me and a couple of my friends who want to do band or already do if it 
practiced at another school unless we had a ride there because our parents work 
NO WE SHOULD NOT COMBINED BANDS 
I don’t want that 

Make it so there are groups depending on levels of skill rather than bunching them all together make 
the band more approachable, hang fliers and make ads. 

I don’t think it is a good idea to combine to a competition band because we would have to memorize 
two shows and work extra hard while we already work hard enough. I don’t agree with having to travel 
to the competitions and compete when it doesn’t give you the feeling of self accomplishment. I play an 
instrument where if there were and added 5 I wouldn’t feel the same about it. 

I feel that we should keep everything separated. It would be to crazy and I want to stay with my 
Cambridge kids and I don’t want to add anyone to what we already have. I enjoy my teams and I feel 
that we should combine. The fact that we would have to change our mascot and we would just not feel 
appropriate to have all three bands together. I have no interest in it and I would not participate if there 
was a combined marching band. I feel as if it would be stupid and not the same and there is no reason 
for them to combine marching band. Combining football teams would be good because of Saegertown 
not having a team. Also what would happen with homecoming. 



 
 
 

This is a very very important topic to me. It is hard for me to think a combined marching band or 
competition band is a good idea. For the lack of support for marching band as it is now, I think that 
starting a combined/competition band would make everything much more difficult. We need to fix what 
is being offered now. If we do this combined/competition band, it’s just going to start more problems. 
First, participation. Speaking from a band student who is been in marching Band since seventh grade, 
sings in chorus, plays in jazz band, and goes to districts and regionals for band and chorus, I would not 
do the competition band. I feel that taking time out of practice to go travel to another school to play is 
ridiculous. That is money and time spent on something extremely stupid. I’m not saying competition 
band would be a bad idea, but for our district it is. I’m not sure what season the competition band 
Would be in, but if it is in football season, that takes away time from playing at football games. Isn’t that 
what marching band is for? In high school at least. We’re always egging students on to cheer for our 
school and teams. Shouldn’t we work on just having more school spirit instead of adding something on 
that will take kids away from doing marching band? For the combined band, yes it would make the 
band bigger, but bigger isn’t always better. If you think that, you should be ashamed of yourself. Our 
Cambridge Springs band is very small, but we often score higher than big bands and competitions that 
we don’t even compete in. We’re small, we are like a family. There’s not one person in that band that I 
am not friends with and would help whenever they need it. We took in 11 seventh graders this year, 
and I can tell you that I love every single one of them. If you combine, you would also have to choose 
which football game to go to. It could be considered as choosing favorites if you’re not looking at it the 
correct way. I would want to go to all of my home games, but sometimes that might not be able to 
happen and I might be forced to go to a Saegertown game. And If i wanted to go to a Saegertown 
game I would go to Saegertown as a student. Overall, I have a lot to say about this, but face to face 
would be much easier for me to explain all of my issues with this topic. Band and chorus students aren’t 
given enough credit as it is and don’t even get me started about the chorus and band teachers, whom 
you should know of. It it absolutely RIDICULOUS how much of a hard time they are given. FIX THIS 
PROBLEM BEFORE MAKING MORE PROBLEMS. Thank you for asking students this and I can 
assure you the band kids will give you a HEADACHE for this topic. 
I think it would be very frustrating 

I would want to be part of the majorette line so it would be helpful because our baton group the 
captivators is from Cambridge and saegertown and i would rather have my whole group then only the 2 
or 3 from saegertown 

I think about combining the band I think all for a competition marching band but for football the bands 
are they own band 

I believe combining bands is not a good idea. Even with a small band, schools still have a reputation. 

I don’t think we should combine because it would probably be harder for people from other schools to 
get from one school to another. i also don’t think we should combine, because yes we may be little, but 
we are a family and we all get along pretty well. It’s way easier to get closer to a smaller band then it is 
for a bigger band. 

Combining would be a good move to make, should all issues be sorted out. It succeeded in 2016 with 
Penncrest COPE, so any old issues could be easily resolved. 
I think that it would be a good idea to have a bigger band and chorus for more support. 
I think that we should do this because then we would have more band members. 



 
 
 

I think that it is better to have individual school bands even if they are small. It is big deal with school 
pride. 
I don’t think we should combine 
I think that it would be more fun challenging and that’s what I like 
I do not want that to happen. 
I don’t want to be with segertown or any other one 

I don’t think we should combine because we have been doing good and we want to keep our tiger pride 

From my experience having a competition band was definitely more exciting and rewarding than it was 
not competing. Stepping onto the football field competing was a whole different experience and feel 
than not competing. I want the kids coming up to be able and feel what that feeling is and feel the pride 
you get from beating the others bands and getting those acknowledgments. I do feel however that the 
three school should separate when it comes to being a pep band. I feel they each school should 
represent each school at there own football games, especially home games. Being a pep band for my 
school was another Bigfoot reason for why i joined marching band in the first place. 

I don't like this idea because I like the small band and do not want the extra travel time from school to 
school. 

There would be a lot of issues with driving and the change of directors and instructors. It would mess 
up the family dynamics each band has created within each school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 20 
Please share your thoughts on how we can grow our music programs, concert 
bands, marching bands, etc....  
 
 

Please share your thoughts on how we can grow our music programs, concert bands, 
marching bands, etc.... 

I believe the best way to get kids interested is having something good to look forward to. Many people 
have tried to say a combined band is just a “bandaid,” which is true. But this would show the 
upcoming generations the amazing things we can do as instrumentalists. And then someday, the 
bands could maybe come back apart. 
The school could be better at getting new unifomrs 

Build from the bottom up. We HAVE to get funding and support for our elementary bands and chorus’s 
as well. 
Get more people involved 



 
 
 

We need more music in the district. Including musicals. I think the district needs more music programs 
to be recognized more. I participate in FCCT and we just did a show here at Saegertown. We need 
more music! 
Host a concert that is fun or have instrumental tryouts to see what students like what instrument 
No because I have no insterment 
Have more fund raisers 

I think we can grow our music programs by not going through with the idea of forcing people in 
concert band to join marching band. It would be great to have more people but some of my friends 
can’t join marching band because of previous activities or a busy schedule even if they wanted to. I 
feel that if we forced people to join marching band that it would drive many good musicians away that 
can’t join marching band and that would make concert band less enjoyable and we’d have less of a 
great experience. I believe it’s not a good idea for one district wide concert band and one district wide 
marching band because I feel that the musicians won’t be evenly distributed. I think that the more 
dedicated and better musicians would join the competition band rather than just going to football 
games and I feel the instruments won’t be even either. Overall I’m very excited to see what happens 
for next years’ marching band season! Thank you. 
Have the band do more in the school. Give them some funding. Help them out. 
By having longer practice 

We should broadcast it more, there isn’t much advertising for joining any of the musical classes or 
clubs. Another thing we should implement is a bullying disincentive. I know a lot of kids that have 
interest in the music programs and activities, but there are certain people that drive them away. There 
has been bullying and ridiculing and a lot of negativity in the marching band, and kids have both quit 
and decided not to join because of it. We need to do something when a situation like that happens, 
like detention or dismissal from the band for the bully. 
Support more funding, and increase school spirit. 
By expanding really 
At least for Saegertown I think we need another teacher for music 

Increase the funding by a little bit, or at least make some sort of improvement to the state of the music 
industry in our district. I would also say to offer lessons after school for the elementary kids so they 
stay attached to music and be offered a place in the marching band or other activities with music. 
Along with the concerts, I believe they should be hosted at some schools. Like for Christmas, we 
could do Saegertown as a host, and either Spring with Maplewood or Cambridge. Or, just keep them 
as normal with the concert band and chorus with their own respective concerts. I do believe they are 
usually near the same dates, or on the same day, so that is another factor into whether or not we 
should combine concert bands and chorus. Maybe it would be a good idea. But I’d like for it to be 
taken lightly. 

There aren’t much you can do. People just aren’t interested in playing like they use to and aren’t 
inspired by anyone, but I would like to be a music teacher for that soul purpose. 
Advertise more, give incentives, make sure kids know and are educated of things 
Have an elementary band program 

Give our teachers enough time for teaching younger and older kids. My teacher only had 20 minute 
classes with the younger kids and then had to rush over to the high school to teach me. My teacher is 
pressured and sometimes a little angry with how much pressure you put on him. He need longer 
classes at the elementary school and enough time for to high school students for class as well. This is 
unfair to him and you NEED to fix it. 



 
 
 

A feeder program seems like the only way to go in my eyes. Whiteout a feeder program no children 
would even enter the music program or know what half the instruments are. That is a huge problem, 
all sports start in at least 4th grade if not younger, and the sports have a surplus of kids on the team. 
The music program on the other hand does not have a feeder program and we have 11 kids enrolled 
in band class. It is very easy to see that that is a problem, when there was a feeder program there 
was 30 kids in the band class and at least 50 in marching band. It honestly baffles me, as a 17 year 
old, that no actual adult has made the decision to have a feeder program installed in the elementary 
school. 
Just leave it as it is 
How about adding a rock and roll band? 
more money out towards plays and concerts so we can afford to have costumes and other things that 
bigger schools have. one idea would be to combine for plays and musicals then have all the schools 
pitch money 
I like musical theatre arts don’t get rid of it 
Give more money for music, so we can get new music for every concert 

Everything that has to do with music needs to start at the beginning. If we don’t have young kids 
starting to play an instrument, or sing in the chorus, how will we ever be able to have a music program 
because we will have no kids interested in music. In our band class we’ve lost so many people 
because of the shortage of periods in the day. People have had to chose between band and/or chorus 
vs a physics class or another math class. And finally, we need to have enough teachers. Having one 
band teacher that has to go from elementary to the high school is very difficult to have the full music 
education. As a student in 10th grade, I can say that my oldest brother, now graduated, had quite a 
great band experience, and that I am very dissapointed that I do not get to have that same experience 
because our music system is not where it should be. 
Premonition if you make if better it would be good. 
More money towards these, and more advertisements for them 
Require students to have a musical class either the choice of band, chorus, or theater 
Make little events for them 
It’s a lot of fun with people and you meet new friends 

I believe if we were to put more fundings into our music programs and influence more students to join, 
each individual school could have very good music programs. 
By letting more people join because at first it might not have fit in their schedules. 
Start in 4th grade through 6.  
get 8 periods back and get rid of winn and bring back chambersingers 

We can bring Chamber singers back into the schedule. It should not have to function as a club. this is 
taking away some musical education at Saegertown. The kids 
A combined musical would be fun. 
Put more money and have fund raisers 
By asking kids who love music and are involved in musical clubs or classes 

Bring back the music!  

I feel like we should expand our options maybe drop it a grade level or 2 so we can have all the 
instrumentalists in our school to build our band and if we are going to have other schools i think we 
should still meet here just incase some of us like myself cannot attend 



 
 
 

Give more opportunities to elementary schoolers 
Making the students feel like they are a family and not feel alone. 
Make 4th graders be able to try, make younger students more interested early on 

I feel like we could grow our band if you would give time to teach younger kids so that way our band 
will keep growing but once you took away his opportunity to teach younger kids our band is going 
number are going down and this is still a going to be a problem even tho you think this is a solution it 
is temporary. 
We should have it more often during the school years or even during summer break. 

For marching band I think that it need to be organize better, and sometime for new people it hard to 
understand. 
At my school, I think we need more teachers related to music. 

I think that having another music teacher would allow for more things to be done with less pressure on 
Mrs.James. 
I think that we should just combined all bands to have better instrument sound and more team support 

Give more shoutouts to the doing of the music programs and get the school more hyped about them. 
The music programs could also host events to rally students into supporting the music programs. 

Don’t force students who want to be in band to be in an after school band. You will most likely use 
members of the school band because a lot of people don’t have time to do marching band and some 
people don’t want to. 
I dont know. if we have to combine bands i guess thats ok but it is not ok to combine sports. 
I don’t think they should do district marching band or band or chorus because it could be a big pain 
Combine 
Advertise it more 
I don’t think we should combine school 

By putting more encouragement on the elementary school, and encourage the kids to play an 
instrument and to stick with it. 

Have teachers to share about the marching band. Have younger kids meet the marching band 
members and instructors so they can learn about it. 
Add mure instrumental classes to enroll in 

Try and start down in elementary school and maybe gives older kids extra credit for joining marching 
band or something like that. 

 


